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Introduction

Abstract

Research Context

In the years of 1980’s-1990’s, making the move to immigrate 
from Hong Kong to Canada was a journey that many experienced, 
including my parents, who immigrated in 1992. With my brother 
and I born and raised in Canada, there are sure to be differences, 
not only the inevitable generational differences, but in the forms of 
social, cultural, and economical differences as well. This exploration 
will examine these differences between my life as a first-generation 
child, alongside my brother’s, to my parents’ lives as first-generation 
immigrants through personal interviews that investigate an 
in-depth understanding of their immigration journey. With the 
common-ground of the term “first-generation”, this analysis will 
look at how culture and tradition is carried on through a generation 
past an immigrated experience. 

Doing secondary research, many articles discussing the topic 
of immigration from Hong Kong to Canada from the 1980’s do 
not go in depth as to how these families adapt and carry on their 
cultural traditions post-immigration. Through this exploration, the 
function of the work will be to contextualise and visualise how my 
family carried their cultural traditions while reminiscing their pre-
immigration lives in relevance to the first generation Canadian-born 
lives of their children, my brother and I. 
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Significance of Research

Field of Study

Why is this research necessary??

This research will fall under the field of geographical and 
cultural studies, alongside the political factors that influenced 
the immigration journey of many families, including my own. 
I will look at culture through the lens of first-generation i
mmigrants, and compare them to the lens of first-generation
Canadian born children. 

This research is necessary as Canada is home to so many 
immigrated families, many first-generation-born children, including 
myself may not be aware or knowledgeable as to their own family’s 
journey to Canada, or the influences that drove them to immigrate 
and finally reside in Canada. 

By looking at tradition and culture through the comparison of 
Canadian-born children to Canadian-immigrated parents, this 
may begin to start conversations between other children and their 
parents to become more knowledgeable about their own family’s 
unique experiences before and after their immigrated lives. 
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Significance of Research

How will this research contribute to the field? 
This research will contribute to the field through a specific lens 
of a first-generation Canadian-born child of immigrant parents 
and finding the relative information to understand the immigrant 
journey that many have experienced. 

Contributing to the field of cultural studies, this research may allow 
more conversations to happen and to create a better understanding 
of the immigration experience while breaking the stereotype where 
Chinese parents are believed to rarely talk about their personal lives 
to their children. 

Coming from a personal experience where their stereotype has 
mainly been true throughout my own life, I want this research to 
encourage others to break that barrier between their families when 
they are ready and to learn more about their historical comings to 
Canada as everyone has their own unique journey that begin with 
their parents and their lives before them. 
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Significance of Research

Impact on groups/individuals
This research can impact immigrated groups who may have had a 
similar journey migrating from Hong Kong to Canada in the relative 
time period. As the political circumstances of Hong Kong around 
the 80’s to 90’s were uncertain for many of the region’s citizens, 
many chose to leave their home and Canada was a popular place 
that many went to whether it was Ontario, or British Columbia, this 
journey is an experience shared by many, to which I hope they can 
relate to. 

The aspect of research where I look into the cultural traditions 
brought down from one generation to another, can impact Chinese-
Canadian families through the languages they speak at home and 
how they celebrate or embrace their cultural identity, or if they even 
celebrate it at all to begin with. 
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Research Questions

How is tradition and culture preserved through 
first-generation immigrants to first-generation
born children? 

Sub Questions
What cultural traditions do first-generation-Canadian-born children 
experience?  

Do first-generation-immigrants leave their place of home with 
common reasons as others? 

Do first-generation-immigrants often feel like they have lost their 
cultural identity after moving? 

Which cultural traditions are carried through to the next generation 
by intentions? 

Which cultural traditions are carried through by pure coincidence in 
a new country? 

What kind of adaptations did both first-generation experience? And 
how do they differ from one another? 

How do the lives of a first generation Canadian-born child differ 
from the lives of a first-generation immigrant of Canada? 

How did my parents preserve their tradition and culture through my 
brother and I in a completely new country at the time?
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Research Methods

Main Methods of Research
The main methods of this research and project will be through 
primary research supported by existing secondary research. 

Going about researching and further developing this project, I will 
be conducting interviews with my parents, my siblings, and possibly 
a few of my aunts and uncles. As my intentions are to learn more 
about my family’s personal immigration journey, while recognizing 
how my parents carried their traditions and culture through to 
the next generation in a new country, I believe that these personal 
interviews can help me achieve a better understanding and 
different perspective to their lives as well as my own. 

With the supporting secondary research outlined in my literature 
review, sources such as the 1980’s census and personal storytelling 
articles can support my primary interview results by creating 
connections and finding similarities between the two research 
methods. 

In addition to researching my topic alone, moving forward as the 
project advances, I will also have to research into the medium and 
product form in which my project will become. 

As of currently, I am focusing on creating an editorial book of some 
sort with an inclusion of an interactive element, whether it be an 
AR filter element, or a web component, I want the project to bring 
the audience into the story as well and create an emotional journey 
that reflects the immigration journey. Researching this part of the 
project, I will have to look into books/zines that are not too “family 
scrap-booky”, yet still reflect a personal story that can be related to 
a journey that many have experienced. 
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Visual Imagery

Photography
Using old photographs from family albums, films, etc., to grab visual 
elements and to create a sense of time from when the photos were taken.
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Visual Imagery

Graphic/Visual Elements
Using old graphics from the time period such as wrappers, articles, 
stamps, coins, etc. to find visual elements unique to the specific 
years, and using them to compare/highlight the timeline of events.
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